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Product Names and Terminology
(and shortcut terminology)

IBM Systems Director
Director

System i Navigator
Navigator

Aka, Operations Navigator, iSeries Navigator, 
Navigator for i

IBM Systems Director Navigator for i
Director Navigator

http://ibmsystemsmag.blogs.com/i_can/2010/03/i-can-direct-the-use-of-navigator-or-is-that-navigate-the-use-of-director.html
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Comparison Overview

Installation
IBM Systems Director requires server installation 

IBM i agent installation required for full functionality
Discover systems
Collect comprehensive platform and operating system inventory data
Monitor health and status
Manage alerts
Perform remote access, including transferring files
Perform power management function
Additional event support
Monitor processes and resources, and set critical thresholds send notifications when 

triggered
Manage operating system resources and processes
Manage updates
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Comparison Overview

Installation, continued …
System i Navigator requires Windows client installation

IBM Systems Director Navigator for i requires nothing to be installed on your PC. It is 
installed and available to use out-of-the-box in IBM i 6.1 and later.

IBM HTTP Server for i       5761DG1
Qshell     5761SS1  option 30
Portable App Solutions Env (PASE) 5761SS1  option 33
IBM Developer Kit for Java     5761JV1
J2SE 5.0 32 bit     5761JV1   option 8
IBM Toolbox for Java    5761JC1
Host Servers               5761SS1  option 12

IBM HTTP Server for i        5770DG1
Qshell      5760SS1  option 30
Portable App Solutions Env (PASE)  5760SS1  option 33
IBM Developer Kit for Java      5761JV1
J2SE 5.0 32 bit      5761JV1   option 8
Host Servers                           5770SS1  option 12

IBM i 6.1

IBM i 7.1
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Comparison Overview

Scope
IBM Systems Director
Cross-platform management
A wide variety of function across multiple platforms
Launches to other consoles for deep platform function (IBM i, AIX, HMC)

System i Navigator
Management of many IBM i systems

IBM Systems Director Navigator for IBM i
Manage only the server where you point your Web browser. Not a complete replacement for 
System i Navigator. There is substantial function (over 300 web-enabled functions) that have 
been Web enabled as of IBM i 6.1 and more in 7.1

New in IBM i 7.1 – Manage a remote IBM i partition from your Web based Navigator interface!  
Allows you to manage 5.4 partitions from the Web.
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Comparison Overview – Continued 

Unique Function

Systems Director
Virtualization, energy, blade fabric management, service and support, 
topology mapping, notification, automation, storage management, 

System i Navigator – Management Central
Multi-system users and groups
Detailed IBM i monitoring
Software distribution

Director Navigator
Performance Data Investigator
High Availability Solutions Manager
Backup, Recovery, & Media Services
New in IBM i 7.1 Native Operating System interface (ok…access to green 
screen from the Web)
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Comparison – Cheat Sheet
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System i Navigator
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IBM Systems Director Navigator for i
http://systemname:2001

Web application
Included with IBM i 6.1 or later
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IBM Systems Director Overview
End-to-end Management
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Managed virtual 
and physical 
environments

Resource 
Management

Base Systems 
Director 

Managers & 
Hardware
Platform 

Managers

Enterprise 
Service

Management

Advanced 
Managers

&
Priced Plug-Ins

IBM and non-IBM 
hardware

Platform Management
 Director Navigator for IBM i
 AIX web console
 HMC web console
 Remote Access
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IBM Systems Director Overview
Topology

Three-tiered architecture
Thousands of managed nodes
Upward Integration modules supporting
Tivoli, Computer Associates, Hewlett  Packard, Microsoft

IBM Systems Director Agent
Managed Systems

(Servers, Desktops, Laptops, SNMP devices, CIM devices)
Platform Managers (Navigator for i)

Management 
Console(s)

Web Interface
System i Navigator

IBM Systems Director
Server

Application Logic
Database
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IBM Systems Director

Web application
Download server installation package

http://www.ibm.com/systems/management/director/downloads/
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Types of Managed Systems

Agentless
Best for environments that require very small footprints and are used for specific tasks, such as 
one-time inventory collection, firmware and driver updates and remote deployment

Platform Agent
Provides agentless functions and....

Common Information Model (CIM) events and monitoring

Inventory

Group and cumulative PTF support

Common Agent
Provides agentless functions and platform agent functions and ...

Additional monitoring features

Monitoring message queues

File transfer
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IBM Systems Director and IBM i - Agents

Types of Agents for IBM i
Agentless: SSH (5733-SC1 Option 1)

Platform Agent: CIMOM (5722-UME, 5770-UME)
IBM Universal Manageability Enablement for i

Common agent

Legacy (5722-DA1)

CAS for IBM i

http://publib.boulder.ibm.com/infocenter/director/v6r1x/index.jsp?topic=/director.tbs_6.1/fqm0_tbs_ibm_i_endpoints.html
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IBM Systems Director Versions and IBM i Agent Support
Summary

Note:   The 5722-DR1 product could be used in place of 5722-DA1 to provide the legacy agent function 
since the DR1 product ships the server and the agent.
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Layout
IBM Systems Director 

Basics
Web UI, Java Applet
Ajax – dynamic updates
Wizards
Distributed, direct

Navigation
Groups
Indented Views
Topology Map
Search

Tasks
High level tasks
Customized tasks
Search
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Layout
System i Navigator

Basics
Installed Windows
Menu options
Toolbar options
Distributed, direct

Navigation
By group content
Object tree view

Tasks
Object based tasks
Customized tasks
Drag & Drop
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Layout
Director Navigator

Basics
Web UI 
One instance only **
Menu options
Direct Only
“tunnel” directly to other IBM i 
systems

Navigation
Single system only **
Object table view

Tasks
Category based tasks
Customized tasks

** enhancements in 7.1 remove these restrictions; covered later in this presentation
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Discovery
Systems Director

System types
Physical and virtual servers
Storage systems
Network devices 
Operating Systems
HMC

Methods
Basic Discovery
Single hostname or IP address
Range of IP addresses 

Advanced Discovery
Wizard to streamline advanced discovery settings for 
one or more system types and related protocols
Complete discovery workflows: Discovery, 
authentication, collection of inventory 
Each workflow can be saved and executed, or 
scheduled to perform the advanced system 
discovery. 
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Discovery
System i Navigator 

System types
OS/400
i5/OS
IBM i

Methods
Discovery
“My connections”
Add specific node
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Discovery
Director Navigator

Single system management
Pre-installed

No discovery needed
Human enters system name in web address
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Discovery
Director Navigator   *New IBM i 7.1

Set Target System
Specify the remote system you want to manage
Supports systems at IBM i 5.4, IBM i 6.1 & IBM i 7.1

Specify System Name
User ID
Password

Current system being 
managed!!!

Support
s

 5.4

 6.1

 7.1

http://ibmsystemsmag.blogs.com/i_can/2010/09/ibm-systems-director-navigator-can-manage-54-
systems.html
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System Management with Set Target System

IBM i 6.1 – Only Local System

IAS running L1C

Target SYSTEM =      
             Local

User IDs

Work Management

Network

IFS

Socket
Connection

User IDs

Work Management

Network

IFS

Socket
Connection

IAS running L1C

Target SYSTEM = 
V5R4

User IDs

Work Management

Network

IFS

Socket
Connection

IBM i 7.1 IBM i 5.4 or 6.1

New in 7.1 
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IBM Systems Director 
Director Navigator Integration
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Fixes
Systems Director

Summary page for 
single view

Integrated actions 
for download, 
distribute, install 
and uninstall

Identify updates 
which are tested 
and should be 
deployed
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Fixes
System i Navigator Compare and Update

Define model system with fixes
Update target systems with same fixes
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Access Control
Systems Director

Management server
Roles and Users
Permissions - access to 
tasks
Credentials – single 
signon
Access to server wide 
options
Access to systems and 
groups
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Access Control
System i Navigator

Customizable - management server
Customizable - user 
Access to tasks
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Access Control
Director Navigator
Application Administration under 
System tasks

Customizable - management server
Customizable - user 
Access to tasks
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Inventory
Systems Director

Collects on schedule

Collects via task

Hardware information

Software information

Fix information

Static data on management 

server

Customized columns

Saved reports

Simple export/print
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Inventory 
System i Navigator

Collects on Schedule

Collects via Task

Hardware Information

Software Information

Fix Information

Static data on Central System

Customized Columns 

Wildcard searching

Additional Information

Real-time data available
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Inventory 
Director Navigator

No collection
All real-time
Basic print/
export
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Group Management 
Systems Director

Where
Navigate Resources
Search

Types
Static
Dynamic

Default
All Systems
Dynamic by
OS

Status

Type

Relationships 
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Group Management
System i Navigator

Where
Under Management Central

Types
Static

Default
None
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Manage Processes - Requires CAS Agent
“WRKACTJOB” via Director

Process Management 
Systems Director
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Process Management 
System i Navigator

Work Management
Jobs
Subsystems
Servers
Job Queues

Job-specific actions
Call stack
Locked objects
Many more…

Job Monitor resources
Status
Wildcards

Misc
Find
Filter
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Process Management 
Director Navigator

Work Management
Jobs
Subsystems
Servers
Job Queues

Job-specific actions
Call stack
Locked objects
Many more…

Misc
Find
Filter
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Command Definitions
Systems Director

Type
IBM i OS commands

QSHELL, CL

Windows, AIX, Linux 
commands

Run
System

Group

Scheduled

Web UI to run

Applet to create
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Command Definitions
System i Navigator

Type
Via native command line

Run
System

Group

Scheduled

Prompt for command parameters
Previous commands
Command Definitions
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Command Definitions
Director Navigator

Type
No saved definitions

Run commands in real-time

No saved commands

Prompting

Previous commands
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Going Beyond Command Definitions - 5250
Director Navigator   - *New 7.1

Green Screen on the Web!

Signon to a full function 
5250 screen
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File Transfer and Management
Systems Director

How
Java Applet

What
Manage Files
Monitor Files

Where
System to System

Status
Interactive

Options
File 
Directory
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File Transfer and Management
System i Navigator

What
Manage Files
Manage File Security

Where
System to System
System to Groups

Status
Interactive
Scheduled

Options
File 
Directory
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File Transfer and Management
Director Navigator

What
Manage Files
Manage File Security

Where
Single System only

Status
Interactive

Options
File 
Directory
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Monitoring
Systems Director

Monitor by selecting...
Dashboard/Graphs
Monitor Views
System or Group
Update Compliance

Status
Threshold
Security
Offline



© 2010 IBM Corporation

IBM Power Systems

46

Monitoring
System i Navigator

Monitor by selecting...
Resource type 
Predefined metrics
System and/or Group
Enabled with...
Event logging
Trigger/Reset notification
CL Command Automation
System Actions
Job actions (hold,
release...)

Variety of views
Graphs
Lists
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Monitoring
Director Navigator

Performance Views
Health Indicators
Thresholds
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Monitoring
Director Navigator
*New October 2009

System Resource Health 

Indicators

Logical Partitions Overview

http://ibmsystemsmag.blogs.com/i_can/2009/10/i-can-display-cpu-utilization-for-all-
partitions.html
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Thresholds
Systems Director

Defined per Monitor

One threshold on a monitor 
System

Group

Several levels

Generates events
Triggers for automation
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Thresholds
System i Navigator

Defined with Monitor

View via Monitor

Activated with Monitor
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Thresholds
Director Navigator

Customizable with Health Indicators

“Design Mode” allows thresholds to be added to performance charts
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Events
Systems Director

Multi-pane View
All
Types….

View Details
Create Event Filters – IBM i messages are supported event types
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Events
System i Navigator

View by type
Property Details
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Events
Director Navigator

Messages 
Message queues
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Automation
Systems Director

Separate Configuration
Automation Plans
Event Filters
Event Actions

Creativity to combine
Variety of defined actions
Customizable actions
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Automation
System i Navigator

Defined with Monitor
IBM i commands
Integrated prompter
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Going Beyond the Basics
Director Navigator

Multiple window support * New in 7.1
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Going Beyond the Basics
Director Navigator – Investigate Data
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Going Beyond the Basics
Systems Director

Health summary
Favorite systems
Critical monitors
Group thumbnails
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Enhanced System Details
Power Systems summary
Launch-point
Familiar

Intuitive groups

Drilldown to properties
Search

Finger-tip troubleshooting
Contextual tasks

Inventory

View topology map
Relationships

Dependencies

Launch embedded tasks

Going Beyond the Basics
Systems Director



© 2010 IBM Corporation

IBM Power Systems

61

Energy Management
Energy Usage Summary
Configuring Energy
Power capping

Power savings mode
Configure PDU

Update PDU firmware

Monitoring, Automation
power and temperature values

Trend Data

Watt-Hour Meter

Topology Map
System “plugged into” PDU

Going Beyond the Basics
Systems Director
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Summary

Decide what operating systems to manage

Decide homogenous verse heterogeneous

Decide what is important for you and your company!!!
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This document was developed for IBM offerings in the United States as of the date of publication.  IBM may not make these offerings available in 
other countries, and the information is subject to change without notice. Consult your local IBM business contact for information on the IBM 
offerings available in your area.

Information in this document concerning non-IBM products was obtained from the suppliers of these products or other public sources.  Questions on 
the capabilities of non-IBM products should be addressed to the suppliers of those products.

IBM may have patents or pending patent applications covering subject matter in this document.  The furnishing of this document does not give you 
any license to these patents.  Send license inquires, in writing, to IBM Director of Licensing, IBM Corporation, New Castle Drive, Armonk, NY 
10504-1785 USA. 

All statements regarding IBM future direction and intent are subject to change or withdrawal without notice, and represent goals and objectives only. 

The information contained in this document has not been submitted to any formal IBM test and is provided "AS IS" with no warranties or guarantees 
either expressed or implied.

All examples cited or described in this document are presented as illustrations of  the manner in which some IBM products can be used and the 
results that may be achieved.  Actual environmental costs and performance characteristics will vary depending on individual client configurations and 
conditions.

IBM Global Financing offerings are provided through IBM Credit Corporation in the United States and other IBM subsidiaries and divisions worldwide 
to qualified commercial and government clients.  Rates are based on a client's credit rating, financing terms, offering type, equipment type and 
options, and may vary by country.  Other restrictions may apply.  Rates and offerings are subject to change, extension or withdrawal without notice.

IBM is not responsible for printing errors in this document that result in pricing or information inaccuracies.

All prices shown are IBM's United States suggested list prices and are subject to change without notice; reseller prices may vary.

IBM hardware products are manufactured from new parts, or new and serviceable used parts. Regardless, our warranty terms apply.

Any performance data contained in this document was determined in a controlled environment.  Actual results may vary significantly and are 
dependent on many factors including system hardware configuration and software design and configuration.  Some measurements quoted in this 
document may have been made on development-level systems.  There is no guarantee these measurements will be the same on generally-available 
systems.  Some measurements quoted in this document may have been estimated through extrapolation.  Users of this document should verify the 
applicable data for their specific environment.  

Revised September 26, 2006
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IBM, the IBM logo, ibm.com AIX, AIX (logo), AIX 6 (logo), AS/400, Active Memory, BladeCenter, Blue Gene, CacheFlow, ClusterProven, DB2, ESCON, i5/OS, i5/OS (logo), 
IBM Business Partner (logo), IntelliStation, LoadLeveler, Lotus, Lotus Notes, Notes, Operating System/400, OS/400, PartnerLink, PartnerWorld, PowerPC, pSeries, 
Rational, RISC System/6000, RS/6000, THINK, Tivoli, Tivoli (logo), Tivoli Management Environment, WebSphere, xSeries, z/OS, zSeries, AIX 5L, Chiphopper, Chipkill, 
Cloudscape, DB2 Universal Database, DS4000, DS6000, DS8000, EnergyScale, Enterprise Workload Manager, General Purpose File System, , GPFS, HACMP, 
HACMP/6000, HASM, IBM Systems Director Active Energy Manager, iSeries, Micro-Partitioning, POWER, PowerExecutive, PowerVM, PowerVM (logo), PowerHA, Power 
Architecture, Power Everywhere, Power Family, POWER Hypervisor,  Power Systems, Power Systems (logo), Power Systems Software, Power Systems Software 
(logo), POWER2, POWER3, POWER4, POWER4+, POWER5, POWER5+, POWER6, POWER7, pureScale, System i, System p, System p5, System Storage, System z, 
Tivoli Enterprise, TME 10, TurboCore, Workload Partitions Manager and X-Architecture are trademarks or registered trademarks of International Business Machines 
Corporation in the United States, other countries, or both. If these and other IBM trademarked terms are marked on their first occurrence in this information with a 
trademark symbol (® or ™), these symbols indicate U.S. registered or common law trademarks owned by IBM at the time this information was published. Such 
trademarks may also be registered or common law trademarks in other countries. A current list of IBM trademarks is available on the Web at "Copyright and trademark 
information" at www.ibm.com/legal/copytrade.shtml      

The Power Architecture and Power.org wordmarks and the Power and Power.org logos and related marks are trademarks and service marks licensed by Power.org.
UNIX is a registered trademark of The Open Group in the United States, other countries or both. 
Linux is a registered trademark of Linus Torvalds in the United States, other countries or both.
Microsoft, Windows and the Windows logo are registered trademarks of Microsoft Corporation in the United States, other countries or both.
Intel, Itanium, Pentium are registered trademarks and Xeon is a trademark of Intel Corporation or its subsidiaries in the United States, other countries or both.
AMD Opteron is a trademark of Advanced Micro Devices, Inc.
Java and all Java-based trademarks and logos are trademarks of Sun Microsystems, Inc. in the United States, other countries or both.  
TPC-C and TPC-H are trademarks of the Transaction Performance Processing Council (TPPC).
SPECint, SPECfp, SPECjbb, SPECweb, SPECjAppServer, SPEC OMP, SPECviewperf, SPECapc, SPEChpc, SPECjvm, SPECmail, SPECimap and SPECsfs are 
trademarks of the Standard Performance Evaluation Corp (SPEC).
NetBench is a registered trademark of Ziff Davis Media in the United States, other countries or both.
AltiVec is a trademark of Freescale Semiconductor, Inc.
Cell Broadband Engine is a trademark of Sony Computer Entertainment Inc.
InfiniBand, InfiniBand Trade Association and the InfiniBand design marks are trademarks and/or service marks of the InfiniBand Trade Association. 
Other company, product and service names may be trademarks or service marks of others.
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